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Disciplinary Theme 4

Cultural and Social Factors Shaping Resilience

Investigating factors that determine 
societal resilience to earthquakes in 
order to improve the efficacy of future 
resilience-building initiatives and 
enhance safety for people and society.

New Zealanders’ experience of 
recent earthquakes provides a 
“living laboratory” from which to 
learn about human responses 
to disasters and strategies for 
thriving afterwards.

Best practice tools for 
resilience-building initiatives 
are being identified through 
evaluation of current regional 
and community-focused 
initiatives such as AF8 
and East Coast Lab.
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